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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/30/08 has been entered. Claims 1-9 are currently pending. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and 
of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, 
concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor 
of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description 
requirement. The claim (s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor (s), 
at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. The newly added terminology "thermally- 
decomposable acrylic resin" do not have basis in the 
specification as filed. To satisfy the written description 
requirement, a patent specification must describe the claimed 
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invention in sufficient detail that one skilled in the art can 
reasonably conclude that the inventor had possession of the 
claimed invention. See, e.g., Moba, B.V. v. Diamond Automation, 
Inc., 325 F.3d 1306, 1319, 66 USPQ2d 1429, 1438 (Fed. Cir. 
2003); Vas-Cath, Inc. v. Mahurkar, 935 F.2d at 1563, 19 USPQ2d 
at 1116. Specifically, while the instant specification 
describes the use of acrylic resin (s) as a vehicle component, 
such are never described as "thermally-decomposable". In fact, 
the terms "thermally" or "decomposable" never appear in the 
instant specification. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 
over Matsuba et al WO 02/035554. 

Note that U.S. 2004/0004209 is relied upon as the English 
language equivalent of WO ^554. 

This rejection is maintained for the reasons set forth at 
pages 4-5 of the Rejection mailed 09/25/07. 

Applicant's remarks regarding this rejection are noted. 
Initially, note the above 112 written description rejection 
(regarding "thermally-decomposable acrylic resin". If new 
matter is added to the claims, the examiner should reject the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph - written 
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description requirement. In re Rasmussen, 650 F.2d 1212, 211 
USPQ 323 (CCPA 1981) . The examiner should still consider the 
subject matter added to the claim in making rejections based on 
prior art since the new matter rejection may be overcome by 
applicant . 

With respect to the instant limitation "thermally- 
decomposable acrylic resin", the examiner respectfully submits 
that WO x 554 (and US equiv 2004/0004209) discloses such 
materials. Specifically at para 0074 (2004/0004209) teaches 
that the vehicle may be thermoplastic, thermosetting or 
thermally-decomposable resins. In addition to thermally- 
decomposable resins in general, the reference specifies 
thermosetting acrylic resins, which may also be construed as 
"thermally-decomposable" (thermoplastic resins flow when heated, 
thermosetting polymers decompose) . Accordingly, the examiner 
respectfully submits that the reference specifically discloses 
ort suggest each of the instantly claimed limitations. 

In view of the foregoing, the above claims have failed to 
patentably distinguish over the applied art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Mark 
Kopec whose telephone number is (571) 272-1319. The examiner 



Application/Control Number: 10/531,697 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1796 

can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:30 AM to 6:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Harold Pyon can be 
reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300 . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mark Kopec/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 
1796 

MK 

July 17, 2008 



